The Flycatcher
Nymphalidae
There were few early records of either Comma or Red Admiral, but numbers picked up
in midsummer, with a high count of 10 Comma from Haugh Wood. Small Tortoiseshell
numbers, too, were generally low except for a fine count of 24 from the Bunch of Carrots
Stank. 28 Peacocks were recorded from Haugh Wood in late July. White Admiral were
recorded again in Haugh Wood South, a welcome return for this elusive and fast flying
insect. Painted Lady records were mostly individuals but were well distributed.
Blues
There were plenty of early records of Holly Blue and a partial 2nd brood. Common Blue had
a poor year with a high count of 10 from Urishay Court Farm. There were 3 records for Green
Hairstreak from Coppett Hill, Hergest Ridge and the Malverns. Purple Hairstreak were
recorded from Haugh Wood and Newton St Margarets, mostly in late afternoon or evening.
Dr Richard Kippax counted 27 one evening in Haugh Wood. White letter Hairstreak were
again seen in Haugh Wood and White Rocks, nectaring on Hemp Agrimony or high up in elm
trees with a maximum of 4. There were two records of Brown Argus from The Doward and
Bodenham Lakes. Small Copper were seen in small numbers in late summer.
An HOC walk in Haugh Wood on August 3rd produced a fine list of 24 species, a remarkable
total, given that the Herefordshire list is about 36 species, and at least 6 of those are very
rare.
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Bartonsham Meadows

- The Friends of Bartonsham Meadows

During the winter of 2019-20 a quiet crisis
was taking place in Herefordshire. As
everyone wrestled with the fallout from
the Covid pandemic, one of the highest
floods in living memory was sweeping
down the Wye.
The Bartonsham Meadows, situated on the
south east of the city and bordered by the
Wye, the Hereford to Fownhope road and
the Newport railway line, were inundated
as usual. The Meadows had been managed
as a grazing pasture for well over a hundred
years. However, following the (also record)
floods of the previous year the Friesian
herd had been sold and the land, owned and
managed by the Church Commissioners,
put down to arable crops. When the floods
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Recording

Ruth Westoby witnessed the
damage with dismay. “The
record floods of 2019-20 deluged
a floodplain made vulnerable by
ploughing and arable farming
with devastating results for the
river, wildlife, and the hundreds
of local people who are deeply
attached to them.”

The West Midlands branch of Butterfly Conservation adopted iRecord for submitting
records in 2017. The iRecord website is hosted by the national Biological Records Centre.
To use iRecord :
1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
Register user name and password.
Click on the Record tab.
Select the type of record you wish to submit.

A record must contain 4 essential pieces of information: who, which species, where and the
date seen. All records are then checked by verifiers for each county. For Herefordshire the
verifiers are currently Ian Draycott and myself.
Website
www.westmidlands-butterflies.org.uk
Bartonsham Meadows are floodplain meadows
of the River Wye and regularly innundated
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receded they left behind the
usual clutter of wheelie bins
and freezers. But to everyone’s
dismay, the unprecedented force
of the floodwaters stripped
tonnes of rich top soil, which,
together with the autumnplanted cereal crop, had simply
sluiced into the river.

She responded by helping set
up the Friends of Bartonsham
Meadows. “The Friends was
formed in early 2020 following
the flood and in response to
recent local land management
practices, regional flooding, and
the global climate crisis.”
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The Friends have also lobbied the Church Commissioners to enter a long-term tenancy with
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust as the managers of the site, but so far without success.
The Friends, alongside Herefordshire Wildlife Trust, and to satisfy the land-owner’s desire
for a short-term tenancy, had brokered a plan to see the regenerative farming of a herd of
Herefords on the land. This broke down due to unresolved problems with the existing MidTier Stewardship scheme and previous tenancy.

The cultivated area devastated by the
flood water

Top soil, and the autumn-planted cereal
crop were stripped by the flooding

Many people despaired of the damage. “In the face of irreversible climate degradation
individual action can feel helpless,” agrees Ruth. However, she was convinced that focusing
locally, taking small steps, creating networks and working together could be empowering –
and perhaps produce long term, beneficial change.
“We are a collective of local residents with backgrounds in ecology, archaeology, activism,
history and conservation – and a commitment to the stewardship of this farm nestling in a
loop of the River Wye a stone’s throw from the centre of Hereford town.
“We got together in February 2020 specifically to voice concern over the transition to arable
from permanent pasture - against the current stewardship scheme - and accompanied
environmental degradation that results from farming in this manner on a floodplain:
herbicide and manure run-off into the river and topsoil loss degrading the land and river,
and reducing biodiversity.”
The Friends of Bartonsham Meadows’ vision is for this small, suburban, riverside farm to be
transformed from intensive agriculture to outstanding natural habitat, delivering a broad
range of social and environmental public goods.
It’s generally agreed that restoration of the Meadows to traditionally managed floodplain
grassland habitat, with additional orchards and Withy beds could deliver an impressive
range of benefits: flood mitigation, carbon sequestration, ecological enhancement, improved
river water quality, and quality green and blue space for the people of Hereford.
The Friends group has pragmatically initiated and maintained a dialogue with the landowners, developed relationships with key decision-makers at local government and expert
advisor level, and established a communications network with Hereford residents.
“We are extremely grateful for the support of Herefordshire Wildlife Trust without whom
we would not have got this far,” says Ruth.
“Our first step was to ask the Church Commissioners to consider making the Meadows
over to the people of Hereford on the basis of sale or, preferably, like the Bishops Meadow,
gift. The Commissioners, however, are not currently minded to return the land to local
management or control due to their financial obligation to manage the funds of the Church.
Suggestions have been made that the site could be used for biodiversity ‘net gain’ off-setting,
should the Church Commissioners be able to develop other sites they own in Hereford into
housing.
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“We are exploring the possibility of pitching to buy the site on behalf of Herefordshire
Wildlife Trust. The Church Commissioners have indicated that they see this site being
managed in a high tier stewardship scheme. Our discussions continue in our efforts to see
this land managed in the best possible way for people, wildlife and the environment.”
Ecologist Anna Gundry, a member of the Friends group, lives close to the Meadows. “Our
vision is to support the transition of Bartonsham Meadows to sustainable wildlife-friendly
management. The current arable regime has left the Meadows with negligible semi-natural
habitat, and very limited biodiversity value. The fields therefore present a blank canvas on
which new habitats could be developed and environmental and social gain optimised.
“The central city location means that they are regularly used by a variety of groups and
any new management of the Meadows needs to take into account the varying needs of
the local community whilst delivering ecosystem services and providing a diverse and rich
environment in which wildlife can thrive.”
She would like to see a mosaic of habitats including willow carr, water bodies and traditional
orchards as well as amenity areas being established. However, she says, “the land use
most appropriate to the situation and the history of the Meadows is that of the floodplain
meadow.”
Anna describes floodplain grasslands as “areas on which traditional hay meadow
management has been carried out on seasonally flooded land with alluvial soils. Typically
the grassland would be shut up for hay in spring and mown in July. The aftermath is then
grazed by cattle, with stock being turned out at the beginning of August. Under this system,
meadows received no fertiliser apart from the manure of grazing animals, but of great
importance is the winter flooding with its input of nutrients and deposition of silt and
decaying organic matter.”
“Deep alluvial profiles accumulate under the meadows with repeated deposition of silt.
Winter flooding often leaves the meadows waterlogged for a time, but the underlying freedraining gravel profile allows the water to drain and the meadows to dry out. It is thought
that typical floodplain meadows are around 1,000 years old. The Floodplain Meadows
Partnership has recorded quadrats with up to 43 species per m2, making this one of the
richest neutral grassland habitats in the UK.”
Floodplain meadows have a vital role to play in flood alleviation, nutrient capture and
carbon capture. Floodplain meadows are being studied by the Open University who have
produced extensive resources available at www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk
The Meadows’ history is long and intriguing. Bill Laws is chair of Bartonsham History. “From
serving a siege army during the Civil War to providing a site for the city’s first swimming
pool, the Meadows have played a big role in Hereford’s history,” he says. In its pre-railway
days the thirteen fields that made up the Meadows included orchards, a hopyard, a thriving
river wharf, slaughterhouse and a timber yard. There were mills in the river and a generous

22

The Flycatcher

The Flycatcher
Bill Laws points out: “In 1913 swimmers enjoying the river at the Bassom, the municipal
bathing station which stood on the west side of the Meadows, were delighted by an aerial
display from the pioneer air ace Bentfield Hucks who landed his monoplane here, offering
£5 flights over the city.
“Around 1920, after gifting the Bishops Meadow to the city for use as a public park, the
Church Commissioners let the Meadows to the Matthews family. Until recently, and down
three generations, they ran the Bartonsham Dairy, grazing their cattle on the Meadows.”
Although agricultural improvements saw two large ponds drained, the apple orchards felled
and many of the old hedgerows grubbed up, the Meadows continued to serve as pasture
grassland until, by 2019-20, as the tenancy came to an end, the Meadows were ploughed and
put down to arable crops. Currently while the future of Bartonsham Meadows is under
discussion, the land is lying fallow.

riverside path wide enough to serve the hauliers heaving barges into the city.
The sheltered south east edge was bordered by Withy beds that serviced local basket
makers and the northern side by the Row Ditch, now a Listed Monument, which, in 1645,
stood between the advancing Scots Army and the city’s doomed Royalist defenders.
Recent archaeological excavations suggest the Ditch also served the ‘drowners’, the
agricultural engineers who managed the Meadow’s irrigation systems. Their efforts
extended the grazing season, ensured a good summer hay harvest and helped control
flooding.
This made the
Bartonsham Meadows
a valuable resource and
gives credence to the
theory that the land was
once part of the ‘home
farm’ associated with the
Anglo-Saxon Mercian
kingdom. (The Mercian
Lords have been linked
to the lost chapel of St
Guthlac on nearby Castle
Green; the name ‘Barton’
may come from the
Old English beretun or
baertun, a demesne, corn
(or ‘barley’) farm retained
for the lord’s use.)
The Meadows continued to benefit their post-Domesday landowners, the local Church, until
1866 when they were traded to the Church Commissioners in return for the endowment of a
new church, St James. By then the city’s sewage works had opened on the south-eastern side
of the Meadows and, although Herefordshire suffered badly during the late 19th century
agricultural depression, the Meadows’ meat, dairy, orchard fruit and hops benefited from
being close to their city markets.
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This ‘rest period’ has had some curious results, at least according to Dick Jones. He’s a
member of both the Friends and Herefordshire Ornithological Club. “This year saw the
return of a bird long absent from the meadows, described by the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds as a ‘little brown bird larger than a sparrow but smaller than a starling’ muted wows and whoops of joy!
“This bird, if it is to be described as an LBJ (little brown job), should have an A++ rating. It
has quite rightly starred in poetic literature for hundreds of years and inspired Shelley,
Wordsworth, Hogg, Clare, and Rossetti to wax lyrical. This bird is of course the skylark.”
Dick is convinced that if the Meadows were returned to becoming floodplain meadows it
would encourage the return of other absentee bird species such as lapwing, curlew and
yellow wagtails. As the trilling of skylarks continued over the Meadows throughout the
summer of 2021 Dick called for the bird to be given more protection. “As an ambassador
for Friends of Bartonsham Meadows this bird can almost single-handedly achieve one of
the Friends’ objectives in providing a socially elevating benefit to the locality: Hail to thee,
blythe spirit!”
Another voice supporting the notion of turning Bartonsham Meadows into a floodplain
meadow is that of the Hereford Wildlife Trust City Branch. The Branch’s Mo Burns
explains how the Branch was launched in 2017 with a seminal presentation by John Clark,
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust’s Development Director at that time, on ‘Wildlife conservation
in Hereford City: our blue & green corridors’.
“John outlined the potential for the city to become a nature reserve in its own right: through
better protecting our urban waterways, joined up green corridors, increasing tree canopies
and in effect, working to enrich and connect green spaces, and all the bits in between, so
animals, insects – and human animals - can more easily travel safely through them. So, we
were very pleased and supportive when the Friends of Bartonsham Meadows was formed
with the aim of restoring this environmentally important and strategically placed urban
‘oasis’ that has the potential to contribute so much towards our vision of a city rich in
wildlife. This project, along with hopefully many others, in time will help join the city’s
green and blue natural resources together and further connect people to nature through
community involvement; through citizen science opportunities; through nature walks with
schools; and through a multitude of other – as yet unappreciated – ways. And essentially,
it will allow 95 acres of natural floodplain meadowland to regenerate and be managed as it
historically always was, with the pulse of nature firmly at its heart.”
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Interactive map
Rhys Ward, a student of Conservation Science at the University of the West of England,
created a series of interactive maps to illustrate possible floodplain meadow and heritage
restoration. This plan provides a range of ecosystem services such as flood mitigation,
carbon sequestration and enrichment of biodiversity. This landscape opens up an
opportunity for multiple habitats to be restored and developed: habitats such as hedgerows,
orchards and farm ponds can be restored to their historical positioning along with new reed
beds and designated wildlife zones.
Link to interactive map: www.friendsofbartonshammeadows.org
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Writers
This piece is a collaboration by the Friends Committee:
Charlie Arthur, Chloe Bradman, Mo Burns, Anna Gundry,
Dick Jones, Bill Laws, Jeremy Milln, Rhys Ward and Ruth
Westoby.
Art contributions
Julia Goldsmith
aRISE. 60 Objects from the River Wye
“The river flows, swells and floods. Detritus and lost
objects were strewn among the trees and river banks.
The objects lost to the river over years are raised from
the river bed and washed along in the high waters and
flung back onto land as the levels subside. They have
lived a life of their own, been marked and changed their
form. Collectively the objects speak of escalating climate
chaos. Over three walks I collected 60 objects from a
600m stretch of the River Wye by the Canary Bridge in
Hereford. My installation suspended the objects at the
highest levels of the river over 60 months from January
2016 to February 2021. The highest ever recorded level is 6.11 metres on 17th February 2020.”
Instagram: @juliamarygoldsmith
Ananda Hill
BA Contemporary Design Craft Student at Hereford
College of Arts
“I live on Eign Road and walk in the meadows most days
with my dog. The prints were inspired by the plants I
found growing there through spring and summer, and
this further developed into finding out about their
medicinal history and use in the Anglo Saxon “Nine
Herbs Charm”.
Instagram: @ananda_c_hill

Orchards
Sally Stone
Stunning litter pieces discovered by Hereford
College of Arts Student Sally Stone.
Instagram: @sally_stone_creative
Contact details for the Friends group
www.friendsofbartonshammeadows.org/
info@friendsofbartonshammeadows.org
Head to our website and click ‘Join us’ to join
our mailing list for our monthly newsletters
and other regular updates.

Floodplain Meadows
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Hedges

Search ‘Friends of Bartonsham Meadows’ on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube to follow us
and join the community around our growing project
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